
Update on Mass Schedule Planning Efforts — January 29, 2023 

The St. Isidore the Farmer Mass Schedule Team has been diligently working to fulfill its purpose, 
namely: 

The Team will collaboratively develop a proposal for the scheduling of Weekend Masses 
for Saint Isidore the Farmer Parish that is consistent with canonical, liturgical and 
pastoral principles in light of the needs and circumstances of the parish so that the 
Eucharist is celebrated in a worthy manner that brings parishioners closer together, united 
in faith and worship. 

The Team has reached the point in its work where it has been able to develop several models for a new 
Mass schedule to share with the parish in order to engage parishioners in thoughtful discussion and 
responsible participation. (The parish website at https://www.stisidorethefarmer.org/mass-schedule-
planning has all of the background information on the work to date. You are encouraged to review this 
information in preparation for your participation in this next phase of the process.) 

The upcoming consultation will culminate in the development of a new weekend Mass schedule that best 
honors the Eucharistic celebration and serve the needs of the entire parish within the available resources. 
It is important to note that these models of a new Mass schedule are not necessarily final choices. The 
final recommendation for a new Mass schedule will take into account parishioner feedback on the models. 

Parishioner Feedback 

Parishioner input on the three models will be collected in two ways. 

First, as previously announced, the parish will host two assemblies, one on  

 Monday, January 30th from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at SNPJ Lodge 106 (255 West Allegheny 
Road, Imperial, PA 15126), and the other on  

 Saturday, February 4th from10:00 am to 12:00 noon at Pepsi-Cola Roadhouse (565 Rt. 18, 
Burgettstown, Pa 15021).  

At the assemblies, parishioners will learn more about the information and the criteria that led to the 
development of the three models listed below. Each parishioner in attendance will be able to provide their 
written feedback as well as to discuss the models with their fellow parishioners. Please note that the 
assemblies are not political in nature, but rather an expression of the Church discerning God’s call by 
gathering wisdom. As such, you are encouraged to prepare for participation by praying for one another, 
that each of us, and all of us, may be open in our search, imaginative about our future, daring in our faith, 
genuine in our devotion, tireless in our commitment, patient in our discernment, and loving in our 
communion. 

The second opportunity for providing your feedback on the three models is through a parish-wide online 
survey which will be available from February 4th through the 18th. Parishioners who are unable to access 
the survey online can call the parish office to request a paper copy of the survey. This brief survey (it is 
estimated that it will take you three minutes to complete) will allow as many parishioners as possible to 
participate in this wisdom gathering process. 

Following are the three models for a new Mass schedule along with some of the key considerations that 
went into the development of each model. 

https://www.stisidorethefarmer.org/mass-schedule-planning
https://www.stisidorethefarmer.org/mass-schedule-planning


MODEL A for a New Mass Schedule 

 This model uses as many church buildings as possible within the constraints of both the criteria and 
the data laid out for the exploration of a new Mass schedule. 

 Using five of our six church buildings makes the Eucharist celebration more easily accessible 
whether one lives on the eastern or the western side of our parish. 

 The seating and parking lot capacity of the selected buildings would be able to sustain any growth 
that occurs in the future. 

Saturday 4:00 pm Our Lady of Lourdes church 

6:00 pm St. Columbkille church 

Sunday 8:00 am St. Patrick church 

9:00 am St. Alphonsus church 

10:00 am St. Columbkille church 

11:00 am St. Ann church 
 

MODEL B for a New Mass Schedule 

 This model, which uses four of our church buildings, affects everyone while at the same time 
minimizing the total impact. 

 Using four church buildings makes the Eucharistic celebration fairly easy to access no matter where 
one lives. 

 This model cuts down on the travel time for the priests so that they don’t have to rush through Mass. 

Saturday 4:00 pm St. Michael church 

5:30 pm St. Columbkille church 

Sunday 8:00 am St. Alphonsus church 

9:00 am St. Columbkille church 

10:00 am Our Lady of Lourdes church 

11:00 am St. Columbkille church 
 

MODEL C for a New Mass Schedule 

 Using only our two largest buildings for the celebration of the Eucharist has the benefit of bringing 
us all closer together, making it easier to grow in unity as a single parish community of faith, as well 
as having the capacity to sustain any growth in the future due to the large size of the church 
buildings and parking lots. 

 Using only two church buildings makes it easier to prepare for the Eucharistic celebration and to 
make that celebration more uniform across the entire parish. 

 Hosting the Eucharistic celebration in one location in the eastern side of our parish, and one location 
in the western side of the parish, makes the Mass accessible across our large parish territory. 

Saturday 4:00 pm Our Lady of Lourdes church 

5:00 pm St. Columbkille church 

Sunday 8:00 am St. Columbkille church 

9:00 am Our Lady of Lourdes church 

9:30 am St. Columbkille church 

11:00 am St. Columbkille church 
 


